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ness relations came to an end and the work was taken
over by the Government.

Although the extent of the lands covered by these
operations has not been definitely ascertained, it is
known that 50 cubic meters of water flowing into the old
bed was consumed. The extent of the lands, therefore,
can be roughly estimated. This information gives a good
clue to the irrigated areas, but at the same time it is
most likely that the peasants drew more water than was
actually required. On the other hand, the amount of the
water flowing into the Museyyeb, Malmmdiya and Kar-
bala canals has not been ascertained. Our only certain
information is that the increase on the tithes received
from the lands surrounding the old bed amounted to
60,000 Turkish pounds ($264,000). An equivalent of this
amount might be estimated also for the lands which for-
merly belonged to the Crown Treasury and were after-
wards handed over to the Government, since no tithes
were being received from these lands. Therefore, the
total excess of the tithes amounted to 130,000 pounds
($572,000) including the 10,000 pounds ($44,000) esti-
mated for the Karbala section. Thus receipts amounted
to 150,000 pounds ($660,000); the previous receipts were
estimated at 20,000 pounds ($88,000). From these fig-
ures it may be concluded that the profits were equivalent
to 33 per cent since the total initial costs of construction
amounted to approximately 450,000 pounds ($1,980,000).
Later on, the rate of profit should redouble, owing to
increased crops and the construction of the Shamiya and
Hindiya canals which have been already started. If the
lands were distributed gratis, the receipts would meet or
even exceed the annual costs of operation.